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This is a bold, imaginative book. Robbie Robertson elucidates the 
origins of globalization and the subsequent paths it has followed, 
highlighting important lessons for how the present wave of global-
ization should be understood, and handled. A very stimulating. critical 
contribution to the contemporary literature. 
Stephanie Lawson, Proftssor of International Relations, University of East 
Anglia 
At last an historian who sees the big picture about globalization and 
its present manifestation. Robbie Robertson has produced a readable 
but learned book that will cause anger. debate, even dismay both~ to 
those who support and to those who oppose globalization. A must-
read for all those who care about our common future and want to 
know more about the human condition and its evolution and promise. 
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Preface and Acknowledgements 
Globalization is not a subject renowned for interventions by historians. It has 
so far remained the realm of sociologists. political scientists and economists. 
But historians should be as concerned about contemporary issues as other 
academics. The present is never disconnected from the past. I hope this 
introductory study demonstrates that historians have something useful to 
contribute to contemporary debates. 
The Three Waves of Globalization deals with matters of inclusion and em-
powerment. In this regard language is obviously important, and not only for 
reasons of accuracy. Accordingly I have made three decisions as to usage. The 
first is gender-related. I do not refer to nations as women, The second is 
geographicaL The world consists of three main continents - Afro-Eurasia, the 
Americas, and Australia. Thus Europe is not a continent but a subcontinent, 
and the 'Near East' or 'Middle East' is more properly described as West Asia. 
The third point of usage relates to the division of time. In a study designed for 
global and non-religious application, the terms Be and AD are inappropriate. 
Hence I have followed a newer convention and used instead BeE (Before the 
Common Era) and CE (the Common Era). 
The Three Waves of Globalization is an exploratory history only. It is designed 
to stimulate debate. It is not intended as the definitive word on the subject, let 
alone an exhaustive study of all aspects of globalization and its scholarship. 
Instead I have selected elements of the story that I believe best convey a sense 
of the processes of change involved, and have focused on a small number of 
writers whose work is representative of general trends in contemporary 
scholarship. 
Many people assisted in the making of this book, but my family - especially 
Akosita Tamanisau and Nemani Robertson - require special mention for 
their support, understanding and patience during a long year of very intense 
creativity La Trobe University allowed me leave to work on this project, and 
the Institute of Social Studies (particularly Professor Martin Doornbos and 
Professor Mohamed Salih) once again provided a perfect working environment 
in The Hague to undertake much of the writing. William Sutherland read a 
draft and provided much welcome criticism and comment. Omissions and 
errors remain mine, however, and while every effort has been made to attribute 
sources correctly, no slight is intended in any misattribution or omission. 
